MIYUKI YOKOMIZO

PLEASE WASH AWAY

Various colorful soaps are suspended within long, transparent plastic bags that stretch from ceiling to floor and cover three of the four walls of the enclosed space.   The quantity is overwhelming.  Almost all of them are handmade from paraffin (wax) or plastic, but the artist also uses pieces of real soap to generate the familiar smell associated with new soap bars.  

When Yokomizo first exhibited “Please Wash Away” anti-microbial products were very popular in Japan. Many daily anti-microbial products such as ballpoint pens and dishes were being sold. This phenomenon revealed the obsession that Japanese have towards cleanliness, and revealed a degree of monophobia - those who feel that objects touched by others are infected, and so are unable to touch things like the hand strap on trains and handrails.

The fake soap resembles a candy.　The image of the soap evokes many personal associations from deep within the viewers.  The artist wants to turn the elevator into a place of escape; to wash away the anxiety of contemporary life instead of exposing reality and environmental problems.

One of Yokomizo’s objective is to investigate through her work the  fascination most human beings have towards an artificial world, which is why one of the reason why many are attracted by the high-tech aspects of contemporary urban life. The passenger of the elevator during his/her ride will be entirely immersed and surrounded by a surreal, colorful and absolutely artificial environment which will alter dramatically his/her spatial prospective of the elevator cabin.
A different version of Please Wash Away and her latest work, Floating, are currently on view at the Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art in Snug Harbor, Staten Island (www.snug-harbor.org) through January 2003.
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